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the two ears of the person
reaches the level of his con-
sciousness and remains in his
memory better than the other
sensations received, such as vi-
sion.

* In the few verses where (sight)
was mentioned before hearing,
they were mainly the verses
which threatens punishment or
describe the infidels. None of
these verses contained any ref-
erence to the creation or func-
tion of these two sese.

* They have eyes
wherewtith they see not
and ears wherewith they
hear not. (7 Al-Ar’af
179)

* They thought no harm
would come of it so they
were willfully blind and
deaf. (45 Al-Maida 71).
* Yet Good turned (in
mercy) to them, yet, again
many of they became
blind and deaf (5 Al-
Maida 71)

* On the day of Judge-
ment, We shall gather
them together prone on
their faces blind, dumb

. and deaf. (17 al-Israa 97)
. *Or eyes to see with? or
ears to hear with . (Al-
 Ara’af 195)

* As for the profuse visual in-
formations that enter the body as
compared with the fewer audi-
tory ones, we must be aware that

18 ~Rabiaa 1l 3rd ISSUE AL-E" JAZ

there is no great significance to
this quantitative abundance.
They do not necessarily alway‘s
produce more and deeper con-
cepts in the human brain. Even
though the auditory concepts are
fewer in number, they may pro-
duce deeper or more thoughts

and concepts than the visual

stimuli. It 18 well knwon, forex-
ample, that a single word ex-
pressed in different tones and
dialects may convey to the lis-
tener completely different mes-
sages. On the other hand, if we
write the same words in differ-
ent bandscripts they always con-
vey the same meaning to the
reader. Further more, it is well
known that silent films can con-
vey only very little informations
as compared to the sound films.
Most of the above mentioned
scientific facts were not known
14 centuries ago. Many of them
were discovered in the last few
decades. Even some scientists
used to believe that (sight) sen-
sation was much more important
than (hearing) (They were not
able to hear and they did not see)
(11 Hood 20). The new scientific
studies have revealed a lot of
clear fact that proved definitely
the scientific miracles in all these
verses that put (Hearing) before
(Sight) because of its earlier
creation and organic and func-
tional development and for the
many other obvious favourable
charadcteristic of (hearing) over
(sight)

And God Hath Power over All
Things.
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the baswe station when his vi-
sion is clouded.

* Man can hear sounds coming
to his ears from all directions and
altitudes. His sphearical hearing
field is 360>. On the other hand,
if he fixes his head in one posi-
tion his horizontal visual field
will be 180> and his vertical one
145> only (19, 20). His field of
vision for colours is much
narower. Light rays travel in
straight lines, they do not pass
round the corners and cannot
penetrate through opaque bod-
ies. Sounds, however, can travel
in all directions, can pass round
corners and across many fluid
and solid media. Sounds can
penetrate some walls.

* It is important to note that the
sense of (hearing) of each ear 1s
represented almost equally on
both sides of the brain. If one
side of the brain is damaged, the
patient does not loose his hear-
ing in either of his two ears. In
the case of the eyes, each half of
each eye is represented on a dif-
ferent half of the brain. If one
side of the brain is desessed vi-
sion is lost in two halves, one
half of each eye.

* It is a well known fact that a
baby born deaf remains mute. He
will not be able to learn to speak.
Those who are born blind can
easily learn to speak. Perhaps
because of that (goodness know)
that muslim has been associated
with deafness in the Holy
Qur’an.

* Deaf, dumb and blind,

they will not return. (2
Al-Bagara 15)

* Deaf, dumb and blind,
they are void of wisdom.
(2Al- Bagara 171)

* In the inborn loss of vision the
contical visual areas take over
some association functions. It
becomes intergrated with the
other association areas increas-
ing the brains faculties of
memory, cerebration and intel-
ligence. For unknown reasons,
the auditory areas of the born
deat do not bares in the same
way. Hence, there were many
blind born genii, like Al- Meari
and Faha Hussain. Very few deaf
born genii are known. This
chous again the importance of
hearing more than that of vision.
* It is worth while to refer here
to the early community to which
the Holy Qur’an was brought.
That community was a (hearing)
commuity rather than a (seeing)
one. It their deserts were few
sceneries and visual stimuli
much less than the acoustic
ones. The society was listening
rather than a reading one. Even
the Qura'anic verses were heard

- and learnt by heart. Their writ-

ten texts were not distributed to
the new Islamic countries until
the era of the third Caliph. The
Prophet’s Hadiths were not re-
corded until very late. However,
All Qur’anic verses and Hadiths,
were well preserved in the Mus-
lims’ memories. The reason for
not recording them earlier was
probably due to the few numbers
of those how could write at the

early time of Islam. Meanwhile,
the Arabs have not recorded their
poetry until very late, although
they used to recite it and learnt
it by heart.

* Almighty God specificed
the sense of hearing with-
out mentioning vision
when specifying the im-
portance of the human
sensations in the follow-
ing verses: ‘

* And we throw veils on
their hearts so they un-
derstand it not and deaf-
ness in their ears. (6 Al-
Ana’am 25)

* They press their fingers
in their ears to keep them
out of the sturning thun-
der clap, the while they
are in terror of death.

* Then we draw (a veil)
over their ears of years in
the cave. (18 Al-Kalif 11)
* They have thrust their
[fingers into their ears and
covered themselves up
with their garments. (71
Nooh 7)

* That Were might make
it a message unto you and
that the ears should re-
tain its memory and bear
its (lessons) in
remebrance (69 Al-Hassa
12).

* The last verse shows that the
acoustic information heard by
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Mouminoon 78)

* And appointed for you
hearing and sights and
hearts Little thanks give
you. (32 Al-Sajda 9)

* We have endowed them
with hearing, sight and
heart (46 Al-Ahqgaf 26).

* Itis He who brought
you forth from wombs of
your mothers when you
knew nothing and He
gave you hearing and
sight and intelligence and
affections that you may
give thanks. (16 Al-Nahl
87).

* Say it is He who has
created you and made for
you the faculties of hear-
ing, seeing, feeling and
understanding. Little
thanks give you. (67 Al-
Mulk 23)

* How is it that has
power over hearing and
sight and who is it that
brings out the living from
the dead (10 younus 31)
* We created man from a
drop of mingled sperm in
order to try him, so we
gave him hearing and
sight. (76 Al-Insan 2).

* Those are they whose
hearts, ears and eyes are
sealed. (16 Al-Nahl 108)

All these verse refer to the crea-
tion and development of the hu-

man being. In all of them with-
out exception (hearing) came
before (sight). This was not a
passing and accidental reference
without a predetermined inten-
tion which we could not realize
until lately. Aftrer throught in-
vestigation of the modern scien-
tific facts ample evidence came
up to prove the scientific mira-
cles of these verses.

Then let us look again into the
verses where (hearing) and
(sight) came together.

* Why worship that which
heareth not and seeth not
and can profit the noth-
ing. (19 Mariam 42)

* They lost the power to
hear and they did not see.
(11 Hood 20)

* Every act of hearing or
of seeing or of (feeling in)
the heart will be enquired
into. (19 Al-Israa 36)

* Think you if God took
away your hearing and
Your sight and sealed up
your hearts. (6 Al-
Ana'am 46)

* You did not seek to hide
yourselves lest your hear-
ing, your sight and your
skins should bear witness
against you. (41 Fusilat
22)

* And if god willed he
could take away their
Jacuity of hearing and
seeing. (2 Al-Bagara 20)
* At length when they

reach the (Fire) their
hearing, their sight, their
skins will bear witness
against them. (41 Fusilat
20)

In these verses, Almighty God
referred to the two senses and
because (hearing) has developed
and matured before (seeing) and
because it is more important for
learning and teaching and more
permanent in the child memory,
the Almighty gave it prefer-
ence. The above scientific facts
give evidence to the miracles of
these verses. There are many
other aspects which give hear-
ing priority over vision, such as:

* It is well known physiologi-
cally that the person looses his
sense of vision before that of
hearing on going to sleep, or at
the begining of anesthesia, or on
demise before death, or in
hypoxia (as it happens on moun-
tain climbing or flying at high
altitude) or in cases of cerebral
anemia (as it happens on rapid
filling of the stomach of a fast-
ing person, or on rapid standing
up of a lying down person). In
all thse cases the (hearing) is lost
after (vision).

7 - Fast acceleration of the pi-
lots or spacemen during their
rapid ascent that is associated
with positive G affects vision
and produces cloudiness fol-
lowed by complete visual capac-
ity. Hearing sense, however, is
not lost completely and even
then at a much slower rate. Thus
the pilot remains in contact with
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brance}).

(69 Al - Haqqa
12) |
* The language inter- : R
pretative area of the R
cerebral cortex devel-
ops nearer to the au-
ditory area. These two
areas are intimately
connected fn.uch MOre |~ ornea
than the visual areas
do. The visual areas
do contribute in the Pﬂﬁpﬂ
function of speech by
the processes of read-
ing and writing: but
the more intimate re-
lation between the au-
ditory and the lan-
guage interpretative
areas. which is due to
the fact that the hear-
ing develops and ma-
tures at an earlier
stage than the sense of
vision, makes it to
contribute more at this
stage. 17

From the above, we
may conclude:

A - The auditory sys-
tem of the foetus de-
velops and matures
earlier than the visual
system. Its siZe
durning the fifth
month reaches the size
of that of a mabur
adult. The visual sys-
tem does not reach full maturity
until the tenth year.

B- The foetus starts to hear
sounds whilst scill in his moth-
er’s womb, but he does not visu-
alize light until after birth.

fris
Extraocular
musciles

C- The auditory system andcen-  vious verses.

tres develop and mature much % He it iS who have cre-

before the corresponding visual ated for you hearing,

system and centres. ight and feeling. Li 1l

Here we have to review the pre- Mgl o : ceurs: - .e
thanks give you. (23 Al-
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ments and heart beats. Such
stimuli initiate action poentials
in the auditory parthways and
EEG waves in the cortical areas.
This is a definite proof that the
foetus does hear sounds durning
the fifth intrauterine life. No
such waves have been recorded
int the visual pathways until the
infant is born.

In addition, it is important to
know that sound waves reach the
inner ear throught eigher of two
routes, first throught the exter-
nal and middle ears which are
full of air in the normal persion.
The second route is through the
bones of the skull. The sounds
travel through air in the first
channel but they travel throught
bones in the second way. Bones
are good conductors of sounds,
so also is the amniotic fluid
which fills the fluid which fills
the foetal external and middle
ears. During swiming ,we hear
sounds easily even though our
ears are full with water. Hence
the foetus can hear the sounds
conducted to his inner ear either
through the bones or cartilages
of the skull or through the fluids
that fill his external and middle
ears. On the other hand, the foe-
tus cannot see at all not only be-
cause of the intrauterine dark-
ness, but also because of the clo-
sure of his eyes, incompleted
development of the retina and
incomplete myelination of his
optic nerve fibres.

* After birth the remants of
epithelial tissues and fluids that
fill the external and the middle
ears of the human newborn are
absorbed completely within a

few days. Thereafter the new-
born starts to hear the air con-
ducted sounds normally and
acutely 12 . Tt is interesting to
note in this respect that humans
are the only creaturs that can
hear sounds whilst they are still
in their mothers’ womb. All
other animals start to hear some-
time after they are born, e.g.:
Humans hear voices before birth
by more than 16 weeks.
Guinea pigs hear voices after
birth by about 5-6 days.
Cats pigs hear voices after birth
by about 5-6 days.

Rabbits pigs hear voices after
birth by about 7 days.
Dogs pigs hear voices after birth
by about 10 days.
Minks pigs hear voices after
birth by about 30 days.
Oposum pigs hear voices after
birth by about 50 days.

The sense of vision is very poor

in the newborn at birth 13 . Tt is
almost negligible. The newborn
can hardly differnetiate light
from darkness or to see other
than blurred images. His eyes
move about without being able
to fix them on an object. At the
third month, He starts to recog-
nize his mother’s shape or his
milk bottle and to follow their
movements with his eyes.
Durning the sixth month, he
starts to know the faces of peo-
ple around but at this age he is
hyperopic. His vision goes on
developing and growing until the
tenth year of his life. 14

4 - The development of cerebral
auditory and visual areas:

It is well knwon now that the
auditory areas develop before the

visual areas!> . Action potentials
have been recorded from the
cortical auditory areas of the
foetus when he is stimulated by
an acoustic stimulus at the
begining of the fifth intrauterine
month. Such sound stimuli en-
hance the growth and msturation
of the auditory areas both struc-
turally and functionally, durning
the second half of the foetal life.
On the other hand, the visual
cortical areas rceive no visual
stimuli whatsoever at this stage
and hence they do not develop.
It is a well known principle that
the specific stimuli that impinge
on a neurological centre
enhanses its growth and devel-
opment. 16 Thus, the auditory
centres start to grow and mature
as early as the fifth intrauterine
life whilst the visual centres are
not stimulated until after birth.
It is for these reasons that the
reborn starts to learn the acous-
tic informations in his early life
easeir than the visual ones. He
learns them quicker and under-
stands their significance easier.
He retains an acoustic memory
for songs and hymns better than
for pictures and drawings. He
can reproduce the songs but can-
not do the same thing with draw-
ings. All these are because his
auditory-cortical areas have de-
veloped before the correspond-
ing visual areas.

(That we might make it a
message unto you and
that ears { that should
hear the tale and)} retain
its memory should bear

its {lessons} in remem-
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ment of the ears and eyes:
Both hearing and visual organs
develop almost simltaneously in
the early embryological stages.
The otic placode - the first evi-
dence of the ear appears at the
end of the third week. 3

Then the optic oplacode appears
at the beginning of the fourth
week of the embrological life. 6
The inner ear develops from this
otic placode. The membrameous
cochlea appears in the fourth
week and grows longitdeally
forming 2.5 turns, the completed
membraneous cochlea during
the eighth week. This becomes
enveloped within a cartilagencus
coat which is completed and
approcaches the mature baby
size in the 18th week. The ossi-
fication of the bouy cochlea is
compleated on the 12th week
when the organ of Corti, the
hearing sencory recoptor, grows

into it. The hair cells surrounded
by the nerve edings are now
quite clear. Thus the inner ear
has grown and matured to the
normal adult size and becomes
able to perform all auditory
functions at the end of the fifth
month of embryonic life. 7
This inner ear at this stage re-
ceives all acoustic stimuli and
send them to the brain auditery
centres for perception, even
without the necessity for either
the middle or the external ears.
These two parts develop durning
the weeks 10 - 20 and then join
the inner ear. The auricle, how-
ever, is completed in the 32nd
week. 8 _
On the other hand, the eyes sen-
sory retinal layer is not
compledted until the 25th week?
This nerve fibres are not
medullated for proper conduc-
tion of visual nerve impulses ef-

fectively until the 10th week af-
ter birth. The foetal eyelids
never open until the 26th week
of foetal life. 10

From all that it appears that the
inner ear is mature and becomes
able to receive acoustic stimuli
durning the fifth month, whilst
the eyes do not open and its
retina does not develop until the
seventh mounth. Even then the
optic nerve is not completely
myelinated in order to transmit
visual stimuli effectively. Fur-
thermore, the eyes cannot see in
the dark uterine life, but the ears
can hear sounds because the
uterine contents are good sound
conductors.

* Intrauternine hearing & vision:
There is ample evidence that
shows that the inner ear can re-
ceive sound stimuli durning the
fifth month and the foetus hears
his mother’s intestinal move-
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* Then He fashioned him
and breathed into him of
His spirit and appointed
Jfor you hearing and
sights and hearts. Little
thanks give you. (32 Al -
Sajda 9.

* He it is, who hath cre-
ated for you hearing,
sight and feeling. Little
thanks it is you give. (23
Al-Mouminoon 78).

* We have endowed them
with hearing, seeing,
heart and intellect, but of
no profit to them were
their hearing, sight and
heart and intellect. (4 Al-
Ahgaf 26).

* It is He who brought
you forth from wombs of
your mothers when you
knew nothing and He
gave you Hearing and
sight and intelligence and
affections that you may
give thanks. (16 Al-Nahl
78).

* Say it is He who has
created you and made for
you the faculties of hear-
ing, seeing, feeling and
understanding. Little
thanks it is you give. (67
Al Mulk 23)

* Who is it that has power
over hearning and sight?
and who is it that brings
out the living from the

dead and the dead from
the living and who is it
that rules and regulates
all affairs. They will say
God. Say will you not
then show peity. (10
Younus 31).

* The lost the power to
hear and they did not see.
(11 Hood 20).

* We created man from a
drop of mingled sperm in
order to try him, so we
gave him Hearing and
ight. (76 Al-Insar 2)
(Deafness) came also in
association with (blind-
ness) in 8 verses. In most
cases, (deafness) came
before (blindness).

* Such are the men whom
God has cursed for He
made them deaf and
blinded their sight. (47
Muhammad 23)

** Deaf, dumb and blind.
They are void of wisdom.
(2 Al-Baqgara - 171

* Deaf, dumb and blind.
They will not return. (2
Al-Bagara 18)

* Those who when they
are admonished with The
Signs of their Lord, droop
not down at them, as if
they were deaf and blind.
(25 Al-Furgan 73).

* Who believe not there is
a deafness in their ears

12 - Rabiaa Il 3rd ISSUE AL-é JAZ

and it is blindness in their
(eyes). (41 Fusilat 44)

It is quite obvious in all these
verses that (hearing) preceeded
(vision) without exception.
Hence, it is relevant to ask
whether there is any significance
in this order? It appears to be
difficult, in view of our present
day knowledge of these two
senses, to answer this question
easily. It is a well known ana-
tomical and physiological fact
that each optic nerve contains
more than one million nerve fi-
bre .1 Whilst the-auditory nerve
carries only thirty thousand fi-
bres 2 & 3. Furthermore, it is
physiologically known that
about one third of the body sen-
sory nerves are visual and carry
about 70% of all sensory input
to the body whilst the auditory
input is only 12%. 4

Then why is this preference to
hearing in the Holy Qur’an and
its precedence over vision in al-
most all the verses?

(It is He who hears and
sees all things) .
(40 Ghafer 20)

There must be a justifiable rea-
son for that which is not quite
clear to us as yet. However, if
we reconsider some of the sci-
entific facts known in embryol-
ogy, physiology and medicine,
we might find a way to answer-
ing this question and it may lead
us to the miracles in these
Verses.

What are well known at present
in this feild are:

* The embryological develop-




!

THE MIRACLES IN
THE VERSES OF

HEARING AND VISION IN THE
GLORIOUS QUR’AN ‘

The Hearing, Vision and
Heart, all of them will be
responsible

(17 Al-Isra'a 36)

The word ( Hearing ) and its de-
rivatives and forms are men-
tioned 227 times in the Gloeious

Professor Sadek Hilali

Qur’an. The word (Vision) and
its derivatives and forms are
mentioned 148 times only. Eve-
rywhere in the Qur’an, the word
( Hearing) meant sensation of
sound, perception of speech and
what informations it relates to
the listener. On the other hand,

- (Vision ) has not always meant

seeing light, images or objects,
except in 88 verses only. In the

other cases, it meant delibera-

tion, mental reasoning and ra-

tionalization of the Universe,

creation and of what one sees

and hears of verses and
speeches. The two words came

together in 38 holy verses.
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"...He who tread & the path in
search of knowledge, Allah
would make the path easy, lead-
ing to paradise for him.." (Sahih
Muslim: Kitab al-Dhikr, No.
2699).

Allah’s Messenger (Peace be
upon him) is reported to have
said:

rﬁﬂlJﬁa.&S.pLaJléprJLdU.,as»
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die ghg a-be cply sgsls gl desl
ELS_.{'\_AI_?_%J Yyy ['JJ—.’“"’TL"O'-"

AYAY o5 eloall

"The superiority of a
learned man over a (mere)
worshipper is like the superi-
ority of the moon when it is
Jull over all other stars."
(Ahmad, Abu Dawud and
Ibn Majah; No. 223,
Mishkat Al-Masabih’ No.
212).
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"He is reported to have enjoined
not to contemplate God, but to
contemplate His favors and
bounties." (Al-Albani, Sahih Al-
Jamia As-Saghir, vol. 1, p 572).
VIII. Qur'an and
Surrah have ante-
dated scicnce in
revealing the secrets

of the universe.

The Holy Qur’an and Sunnah
further contain, to the amaze-
ment of many people, a multi-
tude of scientific facts which sci-
entists have come to know only
recently. This realization has
helped Muslims regain confi-
dence in their faith and provided
them with concrete proof of its
veracity, the inimitability of the
Qur'an, and the authenticity of
Allah's Messenger (Peace be
upon him). God's promise in the
following passage is confirmed:

LoV &:¢) el

"Soon will we show them
Our Signs in the horizons,
and in their own souls, until
it becomes manifest to them
that this is the Truth'". (Sura
Fussilat (41): Aya 53).

IX. Research of the

scientific signs is an

extremely important

means of propagat-
ing Islam.

If Muslims succeed in unveiling
the scientific facts contained in
the Qur’an and Sunnah in the
fields of medicine, astronomy,
oceanography, earth science and
astronauties, etc., if they are able

- ; ; =

to highlight them to the world
through conferences, symposia,
mass media, audio visual aids,
and videotaped interviews with
renowned Muslim and non-
Muslim scientists who admit
and confirm the agreement be-
tween these facts and modern
science (as in the videocassette
entitled "This is the Truth" re-
leased by the Association of Sci-
entific Signs of the Qur’an and
Sunnah)’ and if Islamic organi-
zations, institutions, universi-
ties, schools, propagators, and
activi'ts strive to present the sub-
ject of scientific signs in all its
aspects’ this will strenghten the
faith of the Muslim youth, bring
back to the straight path many
of those who went astray, and
unbiased non-Muslims might be
convinced of Islam, Thus, sci-
ence, which is bein.g used
against Islam by its enemies,
will turn against unbelief, athe-
ism and decadence to defeat
the.n all. |

I s a7 S oo s
R 5 s2s Ly e

de, ¢ Q‘&;_Y1 A fb.H EJjM]
"On that Day shall the
believers rejoice with the
help of God, He helps
whom He will, and He is
exalted in Might, Most
Merciful." (Sura Ar-Rum
(30): Ayat 4-5).
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Al-Albani in Silsilat Al-Ahadith
As-Sahihah, vol. 4, p. 361).
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Many people, even some unbe-
lievers, have come to realize the
absence of any contradiction
whatsoever between the Qur’an
and the universe:
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"Say: the (Qur’an) was sent
down by Him who knows the
mystery (that is) in the
heaven and the earth: verily
He is oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful." (Sura Al-Furqan
(25): Aya 6).

VII. Qur’an and
Sunnah Encourage
science and contem-

plation of the uni-
verse.

There is no room, in the Qur’an
and Sunnah, for contradiction
with science for they are rich in
statements that stimulate and el-
evate science, dignigy scientists,
and invite contemplation on
God’s creations, indicating on
the one hand that they were
ereated for the service of man,
and on the other hand, criticiz-

ing those who do not reflect
upon these creations”.
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"...but say: O my Lord,
advance me in knowledge."
(Sura Taha (20): Aya 114).
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""Are these equal, those who

know and those who do not

know?'" (Sura Az-Zumar
(39): Aya : 9)
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"God will raise up, to (suit-
able) ranks (and degrees),
those of you who believe and
who have been granted
knowledge" (Sura Al-
Mujadala (58): Aya 11).
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""Do they see nothing in the
goverment of the heavens
and the earth and all that
God hath created? (Do they
not see) that it may be that
their term is nigh drawing fo
an end?" (Sura Al-A’raf (7):
Aya 185).
Lo oS e 5T 5 (T
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"Do ye not see that God has
subjected to your (use) all
things in the heavens and on
earth, and has made His
bounties flow to you in
excceding measure, (both)
seen and unseen?" (Sura
Lugman (31): Aya 20).

ub;‘ﬂl;abmﬂ @&Tu‘ u.ﬂ’i—s_g%
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"And how many signs in the
heavens and earth do they
pass by? Yet they turn (their
faces away) from them."
(Sura Yusuf (12): Aya 105).
The Prophet (Peace be upon
him) is reported to have said that
seeking  knowledge is
oblignatory on every Muslim,
male and female. (Ibn Majah,
Sunan Ibn Majah, p 224, Al-
Albani, Sahih Al-Jamid As-
Saghir, vol. 2, p. 727):
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Abu Hurayra reported Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him)
as saying:
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achieved progress only when it
forsook religion. They told Mus-
lims they should do likewise to

reap the fruits of progress and

development. Otherwise they
would remain captives of reli-
gious superstitions and the tyr-
anny of the clergy. It was an ex-
tremely ferocious onslaught,
armed with scientific theories
and hypotheses which were re-
futed later, such as Darwin’s
theory of evolution, which was

8 -Rabiaa Il 3rd ISSUE AL—E" JAZ

used to wage a war on Islam and
prove its alleged contradiction
with science.

Unfortunately, this onslaught
took a heavy toll of Muslims and
resulted in many victims. It gave
rise to a wide atheist current in
Muslim communities repre-
sented in many different parties
which had in common their re-
sentment and fight against Islam,
such as communism, socialism,
secularism, Freemasonry, etc.
Consequently, the Muslim
World experienced stagnation
and failed either to achieve sci-
entific progress and industrial
superiority, or to adhere to its Re-
ligion which God has preserved
from corruption.

VI. The Islamic
awakening is recti-

fying the situation.

While the deceived and misled
generation of Muslims is stag-

gering, confused and powerless -

under the influence of this on-
slaught, the new generation, by
the grace of Allah, is rejecting
materialism and its idolaters. It
is turning back to a firm belief
in God, transcerding with its
faith, conspiracies, returning to
its roots, following the Divine
Guidance, seeking happiness of
body and soul in this world and
the Hereafter, and witnessing the
confusion and tterness experi-

enced by the preceding genera-
tion due to blind imitation of the
enemy and forsaking their own
identity. The Islamic awakening
is gradually seizing the Muslim
nations which have been torn by
conspiracies, revining and re-
storing the pure Islamic spirit.
Thus, the contemporary genera-
tion has come to realize that the
Western way of life is far from
being suitable either for the West
or for the Muslim countries.
We should bear in mind that the
conflict which took place in Eu-
rope was between sience and a
distorted religion. Therefore
there is no comparison whatso-
ever between such a religion,
ever undergoing alteration and
corruption, and a Religion
which God Almighty has prom-
ised to preserve till the Day of
Judgement:

§o gl Bl S5 -pou Ui
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"We have, without doubt,
sent down the Message; and
we will assuredly guard it
(from corruption). (Sura Al-
Hijr (15): Aya 9)
The Prophet Mohammad (Peace
be upon him) is reported to have
said that he had left two things
for us to follow: the Qur’an and
his Sunnah. If we stick to them,
we will not go astray,. (Malik in
Al-Muwatta’, vol. 2, p 899, and




were the leaders in various fields
of science.

However, when Muslims gradu-
ally forsook the teachings of
their religion and resorted to the
comfort and leisures of life, they
began to stagnate, fall into the
grips of weakness and igno-
rance, and lose their leading role

in the field of science to their

students. Therefore, they
plunged into an age of deca-
dence and retardation with all its
accompanying miseries, reaping
only the prevalence of supersti-
tions, legends and false beliefs,
which are the natural fruits of

continuing ignorance, when they

forsook true

knowledge and
deviated from
the

path.

V. On-
slaught
of the
West and
its impact

straight

on Mus-
lims.

The situation
deteriorated

considerably
with the advent
of imperialism.
This onslaught
was accompa-
nied with mate-
rial progress
and civilization
in all spheres of
life at the ex-

pense of reli-

gion.
These developments gave birth
to a general feeling that was felt,
even by many Muslims, that sci-
ence and religion are in conflict,
that to achieve scientific progress
and industrial superiority, reli-
gion should be forsaken. The
Westerners urged Muslims to
Follow the concrete example of
Europe arguing that Europe

I
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Know, therefore, that there is
no deity but God, and ask
Jforgiveness, for thy fault,
and for the men and women
who believe." (Sura
Muhammad (47): Aya 19).
Enjioning monotheism is, thus,
coupled with enjioning knowl-
edge, for it leads to belief. Those
who disbelieve, and those who
go astray, do so only by deviat-
ing from the path of true, knowl-
edge and following conjecture
and doubts:

I G ga O e pn 40 o) Lo g
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"But they have no knowl-
edge therein. They follow
nothing but conjecture: and
conjecture avails nothing
against Truth." (Sura An-
Najm (53): Aya 28).
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""Were thou to follow the
common run of those on
earth, they will lead thee
away from the way of God.
They follow nothing but
conjecture; They do nothing
but lie"" (Sura Al-An’am (6):
Aya 116)

I11. Only Corrupt
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Religions Contra-
dict Scientific Fact.

The comution and alteration un- -

dergone by the Judeo-Christian
scriptures have rendered them
untrust worth and contradictory
to scientific facts. The church
tyranny concealed the acts of
falsification of the scriptures, si-
lenced opposing voices, cen-
sored free thougt, and tortured
and persecuted scientists who
discovered scientfic facts which
contradi cted the scriptures. One
illustrative example of the atti-
tude adopted by the follwoers of
these scriptures towards science,
is the claim that Adam was ex-
pelled from Paradise because he
ate from the Tree of knowledge
(Genesis 2:16-17). The Qur’an,
by contrast, states that God Al-
mighty raised Adam above the
angels and made them prostrate
to him, for He gave Adam the
privilege of knowledge. The
Qur’an states as well, that Adam
was expelled from the Garden
only when he forgot or diso-
beyed out of ignorance, (Qur’an
2:30-38, 20: 116-124). Thus, as
a result of the church’s attitude
against knowledge, conflict
emerged between the distorted
religion in Europe and empiri-
cal science.

Consequently, there has been a
separation between science and

faith, and the belief has devel-
oped that science and religion
have been ever at odds and will
never meet. This development
has entailed the rej ection of sci-
entific facts by religion and the
clergy, leading to the growth of
hatred and resentment againist
religion and its follwoers in gen-
eral. The basis of this turn of
events has been the presentation
of a distorted and corrupt image
of religion as if it were the Re-
vealed Religion God chose for
His servants.

IV. Weakness of
Muslims in the age
of decadence gave
rise to the preva-
lence of supersti-
tious.

When Muslims were living their
Faith fully, applying it to every
aspect of life, including science,
research and contemplation,
they became the masters of the
world and the teachers of hu-
manity. Europeans, as well as
other, would travel to Muslim
countries, seeking knowledge
and would return with it to their
respective countries. Thus, Mus-
lim capitals were the centers of
science where students from all
over the world would seek
knowledge. Muslim scholars




Abu Hurayra reported Al-
lah’s Messenger (Peace be
upon him) as saying:

re] L2 L 55 0180
b
"Zakariya (peace be upon
hum) was a carpenter."
(Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-
Fada’il, No. 289).
II. Seience Leads to
Belief.
'To underline the importance
of knowledge in Islam, the first
Prophet
Mohammad (Peace be upon

revelation to

him) was a Divine command to
read, implying the praise of
knowledge and one of its most
important tools, the pen:
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Read: In the name of the
Lord and Cherisher, Who
created; Created man, out of
a leech-like structure. Read,
and thy Loard is Most Boun-
tiful, He Who taught by the
pen. Taught man that which
he knew not." (Sura al-Alg
(69): Ayat 1-5).

Despite this importance attached
to knowledge in Islam, it is no

more than a means to an end.
Knowledge is honored in as
much as it leads to the realiza-
tion of the Truth, seeks it and
substantiates It. Hence, Knowl-
edge in Islam is the way that lead
to faith:
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I. Science Today:

Today we live in an age of sci-
entific progress wherein man has
realized great achievements in
the field of science. He has suc-
ceeded, by virtue of science, in
his endeavors to conquer space
and the depths of the oceans,
availed himself of telecommuni-
cations, and excelled in serving
man and his welfare. These ac-
complishments are greatly ap-
preciated in Islam, but often man
ignores the reality of the eternal
life in the coming world.

The Qura'n truly states:

025 Ll 8L o Toalb & gelnd
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"They know but the ap-
parent (things) in the life
of this world, but of the
Hereafter they are heed-

Islam Science and Scientific Signs

less."” (Sura Ar-Rum (30):
Aya 7). o

The above mentioned passage
refers to the unbelievers. It dis-
parages them, not for their
knowledge of worldly affairs and
phenomenon, but for their lack
of knowledge of the spiritual
facts of this material life; for not
acquiring knowledge of the
Creator through knowledge of
His creation and knowlege of the
Hereafter through knowledge of
this physical world. They have
instet stopped, confused and
puzzled, at the asﬁect of things.
They have failed to recognize
byeond to the wisdom and pur-
pose of creation and remaind
captive of their ignorance and
fancies in this respect. Their
material know]edgc has not
availed them in attairﬁng spir-
itual happiness either in this
world or in the Hereafter.

Another Qur'anic verse refers
to them:
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""Therefore shun those
who nurn away from Our
Message and desire noth-
ing but the life of this
world. That is as for as
knowledge will reach
them.'' (Sura An-Najm
(53): Ayat 29-30).

Thus, The preceding passage
repaches the unbelievers for
their failure to pursue knowl-
edge to attain success in the
Hereafter just as they have at-
tained success in this world.
Knowledge pe se, however, is
not despised by Islam. It is, on
the contrary, praised, encour-
aged and made obligatory.
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“Soon We Will show-them ||
our signs on the horizons |
and Within themselves until
it Will be manifest unto
them that it is The Truth”
(Surah Fussilat: Aya 53)
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